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=3 different number of splints, depending on (ﬁ female Straw Plaiters, it was thought that:
— what was required by a particular style of @\ N
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= plait. It was mvented i Chalfont 5t Peter, “The moral condition of the lacemakers seems nearly as

near the Museum. low as that of the plaiters... chastity is at a sad discount...

N
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Money \\\ prostitution is at a high premium’

In the early 1800s women could earn

double a man’s wages. A good straw

plaiter could earn £1. 1s a week - about

£35 today, compared to 8 shillings - £13,
Appearance 4 P >

, , , that a man could earn as an agricultural
Straw Plaiters were recognisable from their

labourer.

blistered and cut lips.

To keep the straw moist as they worked, the

is split using a “splitter” into

‘splints’

plaiters would run the bleached, split straw
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through their mouths, before adding it to the plait.

@ To begin plaiting straw, it

After the farmer had harvested
his crop women would collect __—

for use in plaiting. all the waste straw - this was S

. /\ called ’gleaning’.%‘m |

The straw was then sorted into lengths,

o The Chiltern landscape provided the

ideal conditions for growing long straw

-or cut to make it a regular size.

It was then kept in a box, often filled with

water or bleach, to keep it soft and workable,

ready for plaiting.
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the Chilterns

Straw Plaiting
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